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1.
EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
The GSA Platform concluded the gas year 2018/2019 with
the total volume of

1,111,223 MWh/h
of contracted firm capacity
and

358,452 MWh/h
of interruptible capacity

were made available in al

110 793
11 445 943 MWh/h
41 538 395 MWh/h

auctions
held in the period from 1 October 2018 to 30 September 2019.

of firm capacity and

of interruptible capacity.

During this period, three transmission system operators
(GAZ-SYSTEM, GAZ-SYSTEM ISO and NET4GAS s.r.o.)
took advantage of the possibility to offer capacity on the GSA Platform.
The capacity was made available by the operators to

73 entities
210

using the services of the GSA Platform
represented by over
egistered users.
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In July and August 2019, the users of the GSA
Platform, for the first time, had the opportunity to use a new system functionality which
allows market participants to place non-binding demand indications for incremental capacity under the so-called incremental procedure. The questionnaire for submission of
non-binding demand indications through the
GSA Platform was prepared in accordance
with the requirements of the CAM NC and
based on the template developed by ENTSOG
in 2017. From the network user’s perspective,
the new functionality of the GSA Platform
enables quick notification of demand through
an easy-to-use online tool. The mechanism
implemented this year will also be available
for use by all operators undertaking the third
non-binding market demand assessment for
incremental capacity to be held in 2021.
Last year, the GSA Platform also participated
in the procedure conducted by the Agency
for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (the
ACER, the Agency) concerning the selection of
the capacity booking platform for the interconnections between the transmission systems of Poland and Germany. The procedure
has been launched in accordance with Article
37(3) of CAM NC 1 which requires the ACER to
decide in the event of disagreement between
both operators and national regulatory authorities as to the choice of a common platform
on which to offer capacity. . In the course of
the procedure, the ACER, in its Decision No
11/2018 of 16 October 2018, selected the GSA
Platform as the appropriate platform to offer
capacity on the Polish-German border for the
next three years. The decision was challenged
by PRISMA GmbH. Consequently, the ACER’s
Board of Appeal revoked the decision of the
Agency for procedural reasons at the stage
1

of the ACER’s consideration of the case and
referred it back to the Director of the ACER
for reconsideration. At the same time, the
ACER’s Board of Appeal did not question the
merits of the selection of the GSA Platform,
which confirms its quality and cost-effectiveness. In its communiqué of 22 February
2019, the ACER announced the cancellation
of Decision No. 11/2018 and the launch of
another procedure for the selection of the
platform. The second selection procedure
carried out by the Agency was concluded on
6 August 2019 with the publication by the
ACER of the Decision No. 10/2019 on the selection of the Hungarian RBP Platform as the
appropriate platform for allocating capacity
on the Polish-German border for the next 3
years. On 7 October 2019, the Operator of
the GSA Platform appealed against the ACER’s
Decision No. 10/2019.
The GSA Platform, which celebrates its 5th
anniversary in 2019, emphasises the importance of dialogue with current and potential
users and transmission system operators that
may use it to offer capacity. In 2019, in line
with the Development Plan for 2019-2021,
the GSA Platform launched a first survey to
assess user demand for new functionalities
and services. A series of workshops for users
and operators titled the GSA Platform FORUM
was also initiated, aimed at presenting current issues related to the use of the platform
and adjusting its offer to the needs of current
and future customers. In order to ensure the
best possible communication with users and
operators as regards the functioning of the
GSA Platform, a decision was taken to prepare,
after the end of each gas year, a report summarising and evaluating the activities carried
out by the GSA Platform in a given period.

Commission Regulation (EU) 2017/459
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2.
BASIC INFORMATION
ABOUT THE GSA
PLATFORM
The GSA Platform is an independent, proprietary advanced IT tool for offering
capacity in natural gas transmission systems. The GSA Platform was established
in July 2014 in response to the requirements of the European Network Code for
Transmission System Capacity Allocation Mechanisms (Commission Regulation
(EU) 984/2013 (CAM NC), according to which transmission system operators
are required to make available interconnection points capacity under a non-discriminatory auction procedure carried out on market terms.

2.1
Scope of services
By taking part in auctions, market participants
may use the GSA Platform to book capacity at
interconnection points, which is made available by GAZ-SYSTEM S.A. as the operator
of the national transmission system in Poland (GAZ-SYSTEM) and the operator of the
Polish section of the Yamal-Europe transit
gas pipeline system (GAZ-SYSTEM ISO). The
GSA Platform also makes available capacity
offered by NET4GAS s.r.o the operator gas
transmission system in the Czech . as part of
the bundled product offered at the Cieszyn
IP between Poland and the Czech Republic.
Capacity is offered on the GSA Platform in
the form of annual, quarterly, monthly, daily
and intraday products, as well as the capacity
of offers available on the secondary market.

Capacity booking solutions offered by the GSA
Platform are available to any transmission
system operator interested in using capacity
booking tools which are tailored to its technical and market requirements while ensuring
attractive pricing conditions.
Participation in auctions at the GSA Platform
is free of charge for market participants and
based on communication standards which rely
on open protocols and messages (AS4, edig@s 5.1), thus guaranteeing easy integration
and transparency of the system. The stability,
efficiency and security of this system is ensured by round-the-clock technical support
and confirmed by international standards of
security and data protection (e.g. ISO/IEC
5

27001:2013, ISO 22301:2012). In addition,
the GSA Platform meets all the requirements
of EU regulations, including the provisions of
the network codes for the natural gas market,

and has been recognised by the Agency as an
Organised Market Place in accordance with
the provisions of the REMIT Implementing
Regulation 2.

2
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 1348/2014 of 17 December
2014 on data reporting implementing Article 8(2) and Article 8(6) of Regulation (EU) No 1227/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council on
wholesale energy market integrity and transparency.

6

2.2
What distinguishes the GSA Platform?
By the end of the gas year 2018/2019 three
transmission system operators (GAZ-SYSTEM,
GAZ-SYSTEM ISO and NET4GAS) offered capacity on the GSA Platform. The auctioned
capacity was made available for booking to
over 70 entities using the services of the GSA

FLEXIBILITY
and ’ﬁt to the purpose’ philosophy
– ready for the implementa�on
of individual, market-speciﬁc
TSO’s requirements

Platform, represented by over 200 registered users. The total number of all auctions
conducted from the moment of launching
the platform until the end of the 2018/2019
gas year reached nearly 414 000.

EASY & SIMPLE INTEGRATION
in the simple way can adopt to
TSO’s IT back-end system with all
necessary adjustments

USER FRIENDLINESS

OPEN PROTOCOLS AND MESSAGES
(AS4, EDIG@S 5.1)

Possibility to:
add new languages,
connect with Shipper’s back-end
system,
provide prices in na�onal
currencies

highly developed interface
features with communica�on
for document-based
data exchange
WELL-DESIGNED
and ergonomic user interface for
Shippers and TSOs – applica�on is
intui�ve and easy to navigate

EFFICIENT AND
STABLE IT SYSTEM
high reliability and availability
of the GSA Pla�orm
with fast data access
COST-EFFECTIVE SERVICES
smart fee methodology enables TSOs
to reduce expenses on IT tools for
auc�oning of bundled and
unbundled capacity products
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The governance of the GSA Platform is managed by the implemented organisational structure, which is headed by the Management
Committee composed of the GSA Platform
Representative and representatives of operators active on the platform. The Committee’s
tasks include making strategic decisions on
the directions of development and functioning
of the platform, as well as on the budget. The
organisational structure of the GSA Platform
includes also the Working Committee con-

sisting of representatives of operators who
give opinions on issues related to functionality development and introduction of new
services. Representatives of the Operational
Committee are responsible for auction execution, financial settlements, cybersecurity,
communication and promotion activities.
Legal support, assessment of the platform’s
compliance with regulatory requirements, as
well as risk management are ensured by the
Compliance Committee.

MANAGING COMMITEE
Strategic decisions on the func�oning and
development of the GSA Pla�orm, concluding
agreements, making commitments, managing
budget etc.
GSA REPRESENTATIVE
GSA Pla�orm Representa�ve,
coordina�ng internally ac�vity related to
GSA Pla�iorm in GAZ-System

WORKING COMMITTEE
Providing the Managing Commi�ee
with opinions on the GSA Pla�orm
development and implementa�on
of new func�onali�es

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE
Maintenance of the GSA Pla�orm
including ﬁnancial aspects,
cybersecurity, marke�ng
and risk management

COMPLIANCE COMMITEE
Providing legal services, ensuring the
GSA Pla�orm compliance with the EU
regula�ons (in par�cular REMIT and
CAM NC) and na�onal regimes

2.3
Platforma GSA/GSA Platform ®
The official name of the platform in Polish is
Platforma GSA, and GSA Platform in English.
Both trademarks were registered in 2019 in
the Patent Office of the Republic of Poland. An

equivalent registration procedure is currently
underway at the European Union Intellectual
Property Office (EUIPO).

8

2.4
The GSA Platform in numbers
21 July 2014

– ﬁrst capacity auc�on
(according to CAM NC,
the requirement to
organise auc�ons
applied as of 1.11.2015)

2019 r.

– 5th Anniversary
of the GSA Pla�orm

2016

– the ACER grants
the Organised Market
Place (OMP) status

July 2014

– crea�on
of the GSA Pla�orm

3
73
17
210
33
413o817
number of
operators using
the pla�orm

number of
en��es registered
on the pla�orm

number of
pla�orm
users

maximum number
of par�cipants
in a single auc�on

maximum number of
bidding rounds
(auc�on dura�on - 7 days)

nearly
total number
of conducted auc�ons*
Data as of 30.09.2019 r.
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3.
ALLOCATION
OF PRIMARY AND
SECONDARY CAPACITY
IN THE GAS YEAR
2018/2019
In the gas year 2018/2019, 108,244 auctions of firm capacity and 2,549 auctions
of interruptible capacity were held on the primary market of the GSA Platform.
The capacity offered in auctions of firm products totalled 11,445,943 MWh/h,
while the total interruptible capacity made available was 41,538,395 MWh/h.
The volume made available was contracted by market participants at the level of
1,111,223 MWh/h (firm capacity) and 358,452 MWh/h (interruptible capacity).

3.1
Long-term products offered on the
primary market
In the gas year 2018/2019, the firm capacity
made available under auctions of long-term
products (annual, quarterly and monthly) totalled 14,475,520 MWh/h, of which 33,303
MWh/h was booked. During this period, 140
yearly capacity auctions, 122 quarterly capacity auctions and 138 monthly capacity auctions were held. Interruptible capacity offered

in the form of long-term products totalled
3,018,228 MWh/h, of which 7,357 MWh/h
was contracted. Platform users participated
during that period in 51 annual, 55 quarterly
and 64 monthly interruptible capacity auctions. Detailed breakdown of the offered
and booked long-term capacity volumes is
presented in the chart below:

10

Allocation of capacity on the GSA Platform
in the gas year 2018/2019 – long-term products
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3.2
Short-term products offered on the
primary market
The volume offered in auctions of short-term
products (daily and intra-day products) totalled 9,998,423 MWh/h of firm capacity,
of which 1,077,919 MWh/h was contracted.
Interruptible capacity offered in the form
of daily products amounted to 38,520,168
MWh/h, of which 351,095 MWh/h was bo-

oked. In the period described, 4,553 auctions
were held for firm daily products, 2,379 for
interruptible daily products and 103,291 for
intra-day products. A detailed breakdown of
the offered and booked short-term capacity
is presented in the chart below:

Allocation of capacity on the GSA Platform
in the gas year 2018/2019 – short-term products
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3.3
Secondary market
Gas year 2018/2019 saw growing interest
in the secondary market where users have
possibility to offer pre-booked capacity using
one of the three options, i.e.: OTC, FCFS (First
Come First Served) and Call For Order. In the

period from 1 October 2018 to 30 September
2019, a total of 105 capacity resale offers were
submitted under the OTC procedure, 103 of
which were concluded with transactions.
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4.
NEW SERVICES
The GSA Platform development plan for 2019-2021 provides for continuous
adjustment of the tool to new legal requirements resulting from the EU law
or the needs of platform users, i.e. operators and shippers. In pursuit of this
objective, in 2019 the GSA Platform provided a new functionality enabling
interested operators to carry out a procedure for assessing market demand
for incremental capacity through the GSA Platform.

4.1
Procedure for assessing market demand
for incremental capacity
In 2017, CAM NC introduced a new cyclical
and harmonised mechanism at the EU level
for testing market demand for incremental
capacity. Under the so-called incremental
procedure, all EU operators are required to
carry out at least every odd year, no later than
8 weeks after the start of the yearly product
auction, a market test for additional or new
capacity at interconnection points between
neighbouring transmission systems.
The questionnaire for indicating non-binding
demand indications through the GSA Platform was prepared in accordance with the
requirements of the CAM NC and based on
the non-binding demand template developed
by ENTSOG in 2017.
From the perspective of the operator, the
functionality allows to conduct the process
of market demand assessment in an automatic
and easy to handle manner, simultaneously

for all the neighbouring entry-exit systems
of their transmission system. During the process, the operator has a permanent ability to
manage the procedure of market demand
assessment. Once completed, thanks to a
report automatically generated by the GSA
Platform with aggregated data, the operator
can immediately start the analysis of received
indications and start working with neighbouring operators on the demand assessment
reports required by CAM NC.
From the network user’s perspective, the
new functionality of the GSA Platform enables quick indication of demand through an
easy-to-use online tool.
In 2019, GAZ-SYSTEM and GAZ-SYSTEM ISO
carried out the second procedure for assessing
the market demand for incremental capacity
between the Polish and neighbouring transmission systems through the new functionality
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of the GSA Platform. The procedure was conducted between 1 July and 26 August 2019.
Interested operators will have the opportunity

to use the GSA Platform’s market demand
assessment service during the next, third
incremental procedure in 2021.
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5.
REGULATORY
ENVIRONMENT
5.1
The ACER proceedings concerning the selection of the platform
at the Polish-German border
In accordance with Article 37(1) of CAM NC,
transmission system operators offer capacity
on a single online booking platform. In case of
disagreement between the operators on the
common platform on which the capacity is to
be offered, the CAM NC provides for a special
procedure (Article 37(3)). Under this procedure, the ACER, in its Decision No 11/2018 of 16
October 2018, chose the GSA Platform as the
appropriate platform to offer capacity on the
Polish-German border for the next three years.
The ACER Decision No 11/2018 is available here.
Decision No 11/2018 was challenged by PRISMA
GmbH . On 22 February 2019, the ACER’s Board
of Appeal (ACER BoA) published its decision on
the appeal filed by PRISMA GmbH against the
decision of the ACER No 11/2018 designating
the GSA Platform as the appropriate one to
auction capacity at the Polish-German border
for the next 3 years. The ACER’s Board of Appeal revoked the decision of the Agency for
procedural reasons at the stage of the ACER’s
consideration of the case and referred it back
to the Director of the ACER for reconsideration.
The revocation was based on the fact that the
ACER did not collect evidence to confirm that
the evaluation of the platforms’ offers was carried out in the manner indicated by the Agency.
The ACER BoA noted that if the platform selection had been indeed made in the manner

indicated by the ACER, the evaluation method
was non-discriminatory. The substantive reasons for choosing the GSA Platform were not
questioned by the ACER BoA, which confirms
its quality and cost effectiveness.
Two options for completing the procedure
were indicated to the Director of the ACER by
the ACER BoA, either to repeat the procedure
from the evaluation stage (i.e. re-evaluation
of the submitted bids) or to carry out a new
procedure. In a communiqué published also
on 22 February, the ACER informed about the
choice of the latter solution. The decision of
the ACER Board of Appeal No A-002-2018 of
14 February 2019 is available here.
Following the revocation of Decision No
11/2018, the ACER launched a new procedure to select the capacity booking platform
and by virtue of the Decision No 10/2019 of 6
August 2019 the RBP Platform was selected
as the appropriate platform for allocating capacity on the Polish-German border for the
next 3 years. The full text of the decision is
available here.
On 7 October 2019, the Operator of the GSA
Platform appealed against the ACER’s Decision
No 10/2019. In accordance with Regulation
(EU) 2019/942 , the ACER Board of Appeal has
4 months to consider the appeal and issue
a decision.
15

5.2
Current EU topics

5.2.1
The bridge beyond 2025
Currently, the activities of capacity booking
platforms are based on the provisions of the
CAM NC. The same regulation imposes an
obligation on gas transmission system operators in the European Union to offer capacity
through auctions via capacity booking platforms. Thus, on the one hand, the operators
are required by the EU law to use capacity
booking platform services but on the other
hand, regulatory control over platforms which
are not managed by the operators is not ensured. This problem has been often raised by
market participants.
In connection with the ongoing work on the
new decarbonisation package at the European
level, the ACER and the Council of European
Energy Regulators (CEER) held consultations

on the document titled The Bridge beyond
2025. In this document, one of the ACER’s
recommendations was to impose a requirement on transmission system operators that
the tasks they are obliged to perform may
only be delegated to other entities that are
subject to similar regulatory oversight.
It is worth noting here that under the amended ACER Regulation3 (Article 6(10)), the
ACER’s mandate covers, inter alia, the settlement of cross-border disputes. Taking into
account the fact that the capacity booking
platforms operate throughout the European
Union (cross-border) it seems reasonable that
their activity should also be subject to similar
control as other entities established under
the provisions of the Third Energy Package.

Regulation (EU) 2019/942 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 2019 establishing a European Union Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators

3
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5.2.2
FUNC platform – notification concerning the harmonisation of the
data exchange interface
The common FUNC platform operated by the
ACER and the ENTSOG serves as a platform
for market participants to report issues and
problems relating to the practical application of
network codes. Upon receipt of a notification,
the ENTSOG and the ACER agree whether the
problem is of a national or EU nature and, if the
case is considered to be of a cross-border relevance, work is undertaken to find a solution.
The FUNC platform is currently subject to an
investigation following a notification by one

of the market participants concerning the lack
of uniform interfaces for the data exchange
by capacity booking platforms.
So far, the ENTSOG and the ACER have organized workshops for platform operators and
market participants during which the problem
of various solutions used by the platforms
was discussed. GAZ-SYSTEM as the Operator
of the GSA Platform is cooperating with the
ENTSOG in order to find a satisfactory solution
for the market.
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6.
SECURITY OF SERVICES
Due to the nature of the undertaken activities, the information security policy
of the GSA Platform is a crucial aspect which drives the improvement of IT
processes and tools and is instrumental in supporting the processes in the area
of platform operation.

6.1
ISO Certificates
The Operator of the GSA Platform has the
standard documentation as well as good
practices in place as regards information security management and business continuity
management, which are fully consistent with
the obtained ISO 22301:2012 and ISO/IEC
27001:2013 certificates. All these standards
are of paramount importance in designing and
modifying the procedures associated with the
operation of the GSA Platform.
The Information Security Management System
(ISMS) in the area of maintenance, modification, development and provision of services
on the GSA Platform was subject to evaluation, has adequate safeguards and meets
the relevant standards and criteria, which
has been confirmed by the IS591129 (ISO/
IEC 27001:2013) certificate.

Repeated audits the GSA Platform has been
regularly subject to confirmed the proper
functioning of the Information Security Management System by, inter alia, maintaining
an adequate information security policy and
ensuring the integrity of the management
system with the processes being in place.
The certification of the Business Continuity
Management System (BCMS) in accordance
with the ISO 22301:2012 Standard has demonstrated the effectiveness and efficiency
of its supervision with respect to maintenance, modification, development and provision of services on the GSA Platform, which
was confirmed with the BCMS 635966 (ISO
22301:2012) obtained by the platform.
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6.2
Audit of compliance of the GSA Platform’s
processes with the ACER requirements
In 2019, as part of its participation in the
second ACER procedure to select a capacity
booking platform for the interconnections of
the Polish and German transmission systems,
the GSA Platform underwent a comprehensive
compliance audit of maintenance processes.
The audit was conducted by an external ISO/
IEC 27001 Standard auditor based on requirements defined by the ACER. Its results confirmed the compliance of the GSA Platform with
the requirements set by the ACER, which was
one of the mandatory requirements for the
admission of platforms participating in the

procedure to the next stage of the platform
selection process by the ACER.
All the above standards are of key importance
in determining and modifying the procedures
related to the functioning of the GSA Platform.
The audits have shown that the GSA Platform
is a technologically proven and mature system. The well-defined and fully implemented
procedures, information security system compliant with ISO 27001:2013, ISO 22301:2012,
as well as with the legal requirements, are
the underpinning of the functioning of the
GSA Platform.
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7.
DEVELOPMENT
OF SERVICES AND
COOPERATION WITH
USERS
In order to ensure outstanding level of communication with the users of the
GSA Platform, the GSA Platform Development Plan for 2019-2021 provides for
a regular screening of market requirements for new functionalities and the
organisation of meetings and workshops with current and potential users.

7.1
Workshops for users and operators
In 2018/2019, the Operator of the GSA Platform initiated a new series of workshops
devoted to the services offered by the GSA
Platform, both existing and new ones. The first
edition of the GSA Platform FORUM took place
on 28 May 2019 in Warsaw and focused on
discussing the principles for assessing market
demand for incremental capacity, which is a
new functionality of the platform for carrying
out a non-binding procedure for assessing
the market demand for incremental capacity
between neighbouring transmission systems.
The meeting was also an opportunity to discuss

other issues related to the GSA Platform with
the operators participating in the workshops,
such as the organisational governance structure, details of the GSA Platform Development
Plan for 2019/2021 and the assumptions of
the planned user satisfaction survey. The next
meeting of this cycle is planned for the first
of 2019/2020 and its main theme will be the
summary of developments and the functioning of the GSA Platform in the previous gas
year and the announcement of new projects
and activities.
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7.2
Offering for new users and operators
The GSA Platform is engaged in active dialogue with the operators of interconnections
in the region, both existing ones and those
being underway, in particular on the border

with Poland, for which the capacity booking
platform will have to be selected in the coming years.
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8.
HIGHLIGHTS
Selected events concerning the GSA Platform in the gas year 2018/2019

1.10.2018
16.10.2018
the ACER issues Decision No
11/2018, pursuant to which the
GSA Platform has been selected to
offer capacity on the Polish-German
border for a period of 3 consecutive
years

14.02.2019
the decision of the ACER’s Board of
Appeal revoking the ACER Decision
No 11/2018

22.02.2019

the beginning of the gas year
2018/2019

22.11.2018
the organisation of workshops for
operators on the implementation
of the ACER Decision No 11/2018 of
16.10.2018

14.02.2019
the ACER’s announcement informing
about the launch of the second procedure concerning the selection of a
capacity booking platform at the Polish-German border

the ACER’s announcement informing about the launch of the second procedure concerning the
selection of a capacity booking platform at the Polish-German border
22

28.05.2019

1.07.2019
yearly firm capacity auctions on the
GSA Platform

15.07.2019
yearly interruptible capacity auctions on the GSA Platform

6.08.2019
the ACER Decision No 10/2019,
pursuant to which the RBP platform
was selected as the appropriate one
for offering capacity at the Polish-German border for a period of 3
consecutive years

30.09.2019
the end of the gas year 2018/2019

the organization of the first workshop
under the GSA Platform FORUM initiative

1.07 – 26.08.2019
the first non-binding market demand
assessment procedure carried out
via the new functionality of the GSA
Platform

16.07.2019
decision of the Patent Office of the
Republic of Poland on the registration
of the “GSA Platform” trademark

24.09.2019
the participation of representatives
of the GSA Platform in the FUNC Platform workshop on the harmonisation
of data exchange solutions used by
capacity platforms in communication
with network users
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If you are interested in further information about the GSA Platform,
please contact us at:
e-mail: aukcje@gsaplatform.eu
telefon: +48 22 220 16 40
https://gsaplatform.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/gsa-platform/
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